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Abstract

This paper explores the issupe ol early marnage in Jos Soulh Local
Government Area in Plateau State, Nigera 11 sheds lighl
specifically on reasons belind its perpetuation, its harmdul
consequences, shows how it conshtules a barmer 1o educabion
and enjoyments of girls' human righls and how il further
threatens the development of the Local Government Area. The
data collected wwas obtained through primary and secondary
sources The sources involved the use of guestionnaires which
were administered diroctly 1o respendoents, while, the secordary
sources were derved from a vigorous review of lilerature. The
findings from review lilevature on early marriage sugges! thal
early marriageis due tomany factorsincluding among others, Lhe
search for economic survival, protection of young girls, peer
group and famuly pressure, contiolling lemale behaviour and

sexuality, wars on avil ronfictsand sacio-cultural and religious
values. 1 is a vielation ol pirls! Human righl as 1t deprives her

from freedom &l opportunaly for personal develppment a_nd

other rights. Il is also o development challenge lor population

Pressure, health care cosl and lnst opportunines for physical

dEVelo.pﬁqent, Itisabaryierto girls' educationas ymul'ng'gzrls drop

oul of schipal 1o get married which mparls negabvely on_lhff

Cﬁmmumry a5 a whole and the wellbeing of fufure grieration.
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¥
This practice stands in direct conflicl with the objectives of the
Millermium Developmenl Goals (MDG'S), such as promotion of
basic education, fight agamnst poverty. ihe prevention g
HIV/AIDS and the reduction of maternal mortalily rate. To dea)
with the problem a number uf stralegies Iave been suggesied
mainly providing cenomic opportursties fo young gils,
promoting education of girls-and using mass media o increase
awareness of thew hole communuly aboul the consequences and
dangers of early marriggeon girls Iiemselves; their families and

the socicty as o whele

KEY WORDS: Early AMarringe, Education, Gurl-chiltd, Nigerta

Introduction
Early marriage is a major challenge for the allainment ol

the goals of Education for Allin Nigenia. Early marriage relersio
any marriage of a child younger than 18 years old, in accordance
to the Article 1 of the canvention of the Right of a chuld (UNICEF,
2005). While child marriages affect both sexes, girls. are
dispraporhonately affecled as they are. victms Their cverall
development is compromised, leaving them socially isolaled
with litile education, skills and opporlunities for employmen
and sell realization. This leaves girl-child brides more vulnerable
to poverty. Early marriage is now widely recognized as the
viplation of children's rights, a direct brom of discrimination
agains! Lhe girl-child who a5 a resull of the practice is often
deprived of her basic rights 1o health, education, developmenl
and equality. Tradition, religion and poverty continue to fuel the
practice of child marnage despile its slrong association with
adverse reprodurtive outcomes and the lack of dducation for
girls.
The Education for All movemenl is a global charge In
provide quolity basic education for all children, youths and
adulls. The movemen! was launched at the World Conference o1
Education of All in 1990, where represenlatives of the
international comminity accepled 1o universalize p;ima.ry
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pducation and massival

¥ reduce illiteram level bvtheeniefing
dooaste The global ¢ .

CMITutmEn) of EF A emergod as 2 reacasn to
aWreasing rale of early Mmarniage. child laboar child Saffizing
chiid evploitabion and child refajeg atuses thar depnve children
especially grls of basic education ang an 3 i
cardinal goals of EFA are 1) 1o #apand earlv childheod cars an
edpeabion. (u) provide free and compulsory educszorn sor 21, 2
promole Ieammg and life skills far viung peopleand aduls i
increase adult biteracy by 302, ang. IV achieve gender parn and
gender equahbv by 2015 (UNICEF. 2005
The educational rights ol children as earlies stated reveals
the fact that all chuldren must ang should have equal aczess to
educabon but contrary to that ang also trom the Glrral
Campaym lor Education (2003), girl educalion 1s on the deciine
instead of unproving Nigena's Girls Education lmbatve (NGET
15 a parmership bebween Non-Government Crearuzatons
(NGOYS). Federal Miusty ol Educaton IFNE) UNICEF and
bheminded orgamizatons evolved to be 3 Flatorm for achieving
the Millennium Development Goals (MDG'S) and the goals of
Educaton for all (EFA) and Uruversal Basic Education (UBE! 25
thisrelates to garls’ education in Nigena
NGEI'S goal 1s o narrow the gender gap in primary and
secondary education and to ensure that by 2013, all children
complele primary schooling with bovs and girls having equal
access 1o all levels of education, thereby making significant
Progress in Nigeria's effert lowards achieving Mllenruum
Development Goals (MDG) to elminate gender dispanty in
Primary and secondary education preferably by 2005 and of all
levelsof education nolater than 2M dsaurce (WNICEF. 2003)
Throughoul the world, marriage 1sregarded.as 2 moment
of celebration and a milestone n adult life Sadly the practce of
®arly marriage gives na such cause for celebranon Al too Sftem.
Lhe inpasibion of a marriage partmer upon a chidd means that a
hild means that a girl's childhood is cut short and their
Rendamenial righls are compromised (UNICEF. 2001 Lefovse
Quiroga and M rphy, 2004)
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robbed ol their you Hhaal regqunirod ko
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are ot P.‘i\'t'l‘it.LIL‘H_“"‘“" e

on roles for which they are ne . T : i
have no choice about the tining of then e While et
are too young tomakeaninformed decision Premature mayg,
deprives hem ol opporhunily lur P}‘"-““”"' development Wi
as ther nghts o full reprouctive heallly wind i) h""‘l'-
educationand participalinn i ivie Lile o

Education ix a provess: theonph sehich dndivaduals gy,
made functional members of e soviely (Ocho, 2005) () g ).
process through which the youny acyuires haeswlegdpe
realizes hor l'!!.‘ll,‘l‘-ti-llh' and wses Uheny for .‘il'“-ih[H.‘I'If.‘lllun
(Offorna, 2000). Education has been deseribed as the iy
mmpartant aspect of human develapment a kese (s soveosady)
living especially giclchild education (Mwhael, 20010 Doy

B e Y8 viny
the girkchild access 1o education dmplies making her
d:ysfuncrinnaj member of the sociely Skatistivs showe Hul s
girls arenot enrolled ivschool, The pleBal Ligrure o oot ol schon]
children is estimated as 121 million, 65 million are s, wallvowy
= AT
s{:!:u GTI these pirls living in the sub-Saharan Alrica, wweliding
N!g,en’a (UNICEF, 2007). Action Aid lilernativnal (AAITNY it
b:uJ;l(J}\l (2010) reported that, nol until recently, uya schail ol 150
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fnadye Behayvasg ;EI‘I(l sexualily, wars aml civil conlhicts,
ntrs e ol ety wh e intan mun tnlity s very hiph (The
Werrerny, Cannp 2000, 1IN Pl 20000, AT v al 2003)

M:'l]‘uu'isl.(ifh.:l.l Colleeting And A nalysis

Phas abatis vl tod By s tenere b slondy was alatained
throuyh prumary SCCeLLa Y Sonroes I her PRINAry SOt es
mvilved the aise of gprestionugie, whi b owere admnmistered
directly Toorespondenis i adlelibon, b sehiads, chosen al
ramdenn ey o udded Hhsstudy Tl stucy e wars les South
Lowal Govermment Ave ol Matva Stale he lupel puapulation
for this study was basacally focgsed o thie girlchild Al four (4)
Dispracts i Jos South Local Government Arva nanely (Du, Gywl,
Vivang, and Ruru) comprsed  the sl randum samphng
[ris volure

A total number ol one lgadeed and filty respondents
comprised mosth ol adull wemen, adell men and youth to access
the devel at wbich carly marnape demes the gitl child access 1o
edustion n Jos South Loval Governnient Area Frrm LRe above
target pupulabion; mulbistage sampling mothod was emploved in
selechions of villages and respondents In stage one, two villages
weresclected in Disterel 1 and onevillape caclwas selected Irom
the remaining theee Dislorts making a tutal of live villages In
slage hwo, respondents werechosen fromeach village (o make1ta
bl of one hundred and filly respondents, A total of one
hundred and 111 yigueshonnarres waere hand d istributed loensure
100% 7éturn rate Likeri-type questionnaires wire used with
responsesoplioned as listed

Strongly Agree - {5A)
Agprec - {A)
Undicided {UN)
Stre mn]y - {502)
|3i"5.'lj;'rmg - Ly
Resullg

This seclion répresents the analysis of T fidimgs basod
R Lhe qustionnaire sd nnestered: Tn e questioman e there and
fiye Yuisstions an the vealtialion tto the factors thal deprives a
Hirtehitd-child arcess toceducationdue o ety marriagie
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Bigure [ Age Distrbution of Respandents
Source: Autlws Fivkd Survey, 2012,

From figure 1, 48 6% (n-73) of the respondents were within the
ages of 20-35 vears, 32% (=48] an: belween the ages of 36-45
vears. 19.3% are (1-29) are 46 years and above.
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F|_.gur_c 2 Rtsp_ol;se to Question 1=The-Child H‘as_ll'u-lIA_cccss 1o Education
Source. Authors Field Survey, 2012,

Thus 54% of the respondents are male while 45,4% are females. This

sigmifies thal opnions of both sexes were sought and various age groups
were fairly represented inthe study.
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Figure 3. Response o Question 1 - TheiChild Has Fuall Acress 19
Education ;

Spurce: Authors Ficld Survey, 2012,
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Figure 3shows thal 408 of respopdents disagree Lhal girls have
full access toeducatinn while 30% 5[1‘:11.1B|\- apree that thr gl_‘i"| has
full access to education Aboyl e, dgr'eu thal garls have [ull
aceess to education while the remainnig 10% shrongly disagree
that girls have full access 1o education This shows hal the
respordents thal disag e that gels havee full access leeducation
are more than those thal stronplv apree; agree and strongly
disagree. )
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Figure 4 Response to queshian 2 - Early Marnage Prevents Girls from
Remaining or Accessing edugalion
Saurce: Aulhors field Survey, 2012

Figure 4 show (hal mosl respondents (79:9%) agree thai
early marnage prevenls guls (rom accessing, remaimng and
completing their schooling (56.6% strangly agree, while 233%
agree) _

On Lhe other hand, only 19 9% of the respendents agree
that cultural practices like early marriage preven! girls from
remaining and compleling their educaben.From Lhe above
results, il is therefore observed Lhal inequelity manifesis itsell in
various spheres in Nigeria and 1t affect the girl-chuld greally
Inequality exisls m social, political, and education sphereand I.‘l'n1
girl child is being discriminaled hased on her gender Ineyuality
is onie of the factars thal mililale agains! the el child due lo the
gender gap lavouring boys s agﬁﬂ the girl More boysa re sent
to schools [han gitls, this makes airls to be at a disadvantage in
their access to education. As a result of inequality, only Jew guls
register for school and yhose who do registor attend TES'-“]E"]?"
olten dropping oul of school and learning very linle TJ:F‘ gende!
EAp favouring boys has remained consistently high. the
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proportion of girls to boys in schools ranges from (1) one girl i
(2) two boysand even 1 to3in some states

Poverty, poor and uneducated parenls lack the
infarmation necded to provide optimum care for their children
indreases the risks of childheod illness and childhood mortaligy,
A girlchild born 1n puverty is more likely to marry eayly 54
have a child while still an adolescent. A manurisheg girl
becomes rnainourished mother, who gives birth tg an
underweightbaby (UNJCEF 2001. Pg 33).

Lack of awareness of the importance of girlchilg
tducation through public campaigns, rallies and semmngs
mililales against the girl-child access to education. Inadequate
school buildings and technical capacity fo develop girl-friend|y
school environmenl and helping rommunities lo suslain girl
education by government has militated seriously against Lhe
girlchild education,

Covernment policies on education that acknowledge the
need to equalize educalion as épportunities between girls and
boys lack continuity. There is absence of early childhood care
and development of primary education, adull literacy and
education of all underserved groups including girls and integral
componenis and this has mulilated seriously against lheir
abilities o gel proper education, There is minimal attempt al
promoting the employment of more female feachers
eslablishing more girls only primary schools and organizing
rallies on the negative impacl of chijd marriage especially gifl
child marriageand soon,

Discussion _

. The fmding,& Dl' ll'le Sh.ld}' hEVE lEElfflrmed thaf eaflj'
marriage of girls has Jowered (heiy educational aspirations
From the data eollected and analyzed, it was discovered thal
over 75% of the respondents are of the opinjon thal early
marriage of girls due to poverty ang e
pregnancies, gender biases hag by fa, derailed a girl.child access
to education. This goes [0 show that (he efforts of bodjes such s
UNESCO 8nd ultimately the faders) government of Nigena !¢
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aTuvssome level of reduemg, the trond of early marriagen picls
e s strugpling 1o achiove suely goals. There are still a large
piumberol prlsout ol sehoolsdue Lo varly marriage.

_ T Lo oaal vt im ol !uflu"]rr the Fenace of L’Elrly
mar iy, the gl chvild noeds exten st Ppor, .,-'nu:mnr.xgunwnl and
I"-""""""I ity awarcness as ropands physical and health nieds,
e dhanpers ol varly marvmagie and s disadvantiapes and the need
to Beoan sehool Tor o Weller and hrighter fulure. This is
apreement with Hyde (1993) which says thal the ensl of training
pirlsinschoolsishngher than thatof boys .

Lastly, women orented pragrams have really gone along
'\'W'Ijrl ley II'I"II"FU\"I.' lt'll.‘ i\\.\'&lrl."]'ll.-‘&i‘.'iﬂ' ”'II'." di'll"l}!.i".'l'.‘i ol I:'i]r]}' INArria ;e b}"
providing awareness, supporl and encouragements to the girls,
{herelore more of such women onented programme shoutd be
bory so that it can reach out and cater for the needs of girls as
regards access Lo educatinn

Conclusion

Given Lhat the grealest dangers (o early marriage Is
perceived to emanate from the following factors, poverly and
cconemic survival sirategies, saciv-culiural and religious values
Inadequale infrastructure, gender biases and value of virgimty
and prolection of young girls, eflorts musl he made by parrenls,
teachers, menlors and school counsellors 1o teach them aboul
their sexuality and its management righl from theageol reason.

Gender sensilizabion 1s an imperative challenge thal
should be pursued asa way |0 nip-in-lhe—bud st of the gender-
related issues Lhat tends to discourage girls access to cducalion.
The idea is thal if all aspecls of gender discrimination iere
eliminaled, then a solid foundation would have been ki lor
generalized pender-sensilivity in the school system parheularly
atthe basic education level.
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