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~ ABSTRACT

This paper presents a fresh insight to domestic terrorism in Northern States of
Nigeria which affects the entire Nigerian polity. Having in the past crushed the
‘terror of the Maitasine sect, the emergence of the Bokc- Haram seét in 2002
speit doom to our fledgling democracy and posing a challenge 1o national
security. The paper adopied a qualitative method of analysis which relies op
secondary material and will seek explanation of terrorism in line with the
domestic : terrorist group (Boko-Haram), within the conrext of Marxian = -
political economy and frustration-deprivation theories. Thus, it argues ihat
until the economic position of the people is secured, where social welfure of the
people is improved, and where individuals are motiva'zd to gehieve life.. -
ambitions and filfill destiny, frustration sets in, and then security remains -
elusive. Therefore the paper recommend genuine anti-poverty strategies
through good governasice. :
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INTRODUCTION ‘

 'Terrorisra' which has led to varying human rights abuses is today = global phenomenon that
 is threatening the basis of nation-siates structures of stability and seif preservation rights of
human kind. It is no news that hursaa life 1s of less significance that blowing it in a most
"Cruel, senseless and perfidious manner of “man's inhumanity to man” really justifies their
corse. Aithough the end of the cold war elicited broad human rights concems to the extent
. thatthey take centre stage not only in nation's foreign policies, bt also in the world political
Arenaas a whole. The issue of terrorism has remained and continues to pose challenges to the
- 1aternationa) community and nation-states domestic affairs as it is increasingly impacting
- Uegatively onnation's foreign images. :
Less than 12hours afte.s the 9/11 attacks, George W. Bush the former President of the United -
Pates of Americy (U.S.A) proclaimed the start of the global war on lerror, where hé.
PWit:dged that, “we are all faced with a generational challenge™ (Gregory,2005), which

Squired nation-gsates to lock-homs #nd fight this social menace. The President's
!.r" ..-'j_‘ . * '
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" proclamauou on war against terronsmwas lauded and at the same time gasned legitimacy .

* ." and justification in the international commumty, as many countries cuns:dered itto bc their =

international obh gationto fight lcmmsm

This pccuha.r act (terrorism) of crln!nnallly Tanges from suicide bomblng (Scptcmbcr

11,2001) to ludnappmg of mdmdumé which havs gained prominence in ngcna (Niger-

_ Deltathe oil rich zone inNigeria). [rrcsp&cuve of the factors that gave rise to terrorism, to be

LR

- of the people m Nigeria (espémﬁ

Tmore specificin Northern Nigeria; the Inﬂ_] or chall-tngc at the momentis on how tatackle the
dastardlyacts of the Boko-Haram sect Fnal: is every day capturing the newsheadlines.

While the group was able to capltahzt on Nigeria's widespread poverty, the shm economic
opportunities make the youth easy tmget for any radical and dangerous ideology like that of-.
the Boko-Haram. Corruption in Ni gcna hes resulted to a very huge dislocation of every facet
oflife- from police abuse, hwitnan 1ighis violaticn, lackof hagie mfrasr.rucrural facilities to ~
poor governance ihat deepens mcﬂil-w poverty, unemu]oyment and the escalation of’
ethno-religious tensions for the gains of the local 2lites. These sga{es of falled dev:lepment
combined creates a climate of desp ijn and deprivation of siguilicaiitinaicricl cristncs
ly the North), which furms a perfect rcclpc for the

“ growth and sustemance of term ‘Although President “Good Luck Jonathan's

. administration inherited the Boko-Haram problem when he a:-_‘.sumed office in May 2010, he
- has taken several steps to solve the

. force to eliminate the menace, installi

problem, such as creating a speeial joint military task
ing numerous closed circuit 1elev1saons throughout the

: federal capital territory Abujz and othcr mcasures in various state. Yet the spate of wolencc
't by the group, even with the death of the Boko-Haram kingpin, worsen. Which is evidence in

the group's resumption to a vigorous new and robust dimension of 2 large scale bornbing,
maiming:and destruction of lwcstand public propesties. This dimension of ‘domestic

violence or terrorism captures clearly in a polgnant way what Renncr (1996 p. 53) calls the
changing character ofsecuntywhcn. states that: ;

. The cold war obscured thg. wider meaning of secunty by concentrating

- marrowly on military conceéms and often assuming the threat to be from

" outside the borders. In this post war period, problems that seem distant like'
euvironmental dcgradanu uncontrolled population growth and mass -~
movement of refugees havelcome to the fore. Threats today are more likely to
‘arise Emmtmarmcdhu.ngry,ﬁmcmplnycd, and deeply divided people.

The above view neatly depicts the thanging character of security that shows reliance on'the
military as the foundation of nanorfi.l security. This has changed, as it isnd longer adequate.
This is because exclusive focus on'the military factor to the negleet of other factors such as
equitable resources distribution, it'alrncss in the political representation, environmental
safety, economic opportunities and even development could only widen the frontiers of
national vulnerability. In support of the above Nweke (1989 p.2) says that; * a state is secure
enly whenthe aggregate of the people organized under it has a consciousness of belonging to
a common sovereign political freedom, enjoy equal human rights, economic opportunities,
e.t.c. Thus, security ought to be appreciated beyond military protection of state territorial
integrity and interest (Buzan, 1997 p.5).

Therefore, it's sad to note that from president Olusegun Obasanjo's administration in 1999,
tolate President Umaru Shehn Yar'addua, to still President GoodLuck Jonathan, Nigeriastill
groans in the woods with no neag sight of hope to transform the nation. A glimpse into the
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bonomlﬁs pit of chpondem system gets one dizzy. Each successive government in the past

: came with vigorous and pleasant promises to'salvage the country from the brim of collapse.
= Butno sooner than the regime or admnmstzanon began, that 2 year or twe got them unable to

pgj’fﬂ[m' andthcncxiacuonwas concocimgexcuses to justify their failures.

Agamsl this backdmp the paper examines the challenges of terrorism in light of the Bnko-
Haram sect in Nigeria as it affects national security. Gleaas the history of terrorism,

"“-. conceptualize terrorism and security, and how in other wouds , the spates of various
* dimensioos of terrorism affect the political cccnﬂmy of Nigeriz. The paper will alsosuggest -

_'_ ) ways in! tacklm g this social menace where atlhl: cnd.polm}* 0 puons willbe drafted.

" METHODOLOGY _
g ans:denns :he nature and ;mphr.atmnsof rman:h ic this ﬁcld he study will re.l}r heavily

on the 2nalysis of secendary sources of da" Although the method of data. .analysis is
quallmwc, howeverin vrcw of the current security situation in'the Nocth Eastas wellasthe

A

difficulty of accessing pole.nual respondents with a commanding knowledge or
understanding of terrorism, in the area, the research will benefit from desk reviews of
previous research papers and content analysis of Newspapers and Magazines. Qualitative
study methodology provides tools for researchers to study complex phenomena within their
contexts. And when the spproach is applied correctly, it becomes a valuable methed for
msearchers to develup theory, evnluale prog:ams, and deve!op interventions (Baxter and
Jack, 2008), .

=X £

=
e

] CONCEFITJALIZNGTERROR]SMANDNATIONALSECURH’Y

e mnmsm

' One of the challenges of examining tcrromm is that there is no widely accepted definition.
* This is not just 2 problem of semantics. It has affected initiatives to establish treaties and
other international efforts to combat terrorism (Rourke, 2007 p. 315), “The simp le factis that
terrorism means differeat things to different people”. We couldr't find 2 common political
ground on several jssues- despite the fact that the eatire world is preocoupied with
internationsl terrorism™. '

Golder and Williams (2004 p.272) observe that the lack of consensus on the definition of the
concept'terrorism’ points to its inescapably political nature, perhaps best encapsulated in the
aphorism that" one person’ terrorism is another person's freedom fighter’. Thus, terrorists are
normally triggered by some of opposition, real or imagined whtc‘rt orecedes the terror act that
allows the perpetrators to rationalize their actions. -

While recoguizing this lack of conscasus, itis however, important to establish how the word
is used here. Terrorism is 1. Violeace; 2. Camied out by individuals, non-governmental
organizations, or covert government agents ot units; that 3. Snecifically targets civilians, 4.

Uses clandestine attack methods, such as car bombs and hijacked airliners; and 5. Attempt to
influence politics. (R,eu:kc ap.cit:316). This definition stresses that terrorism focuses on
harming some pbbplu in order to create fear in others by targeting civilians and facilities oc
systems (such as ransportation) on which civilians rely. Basically the objective of terrorists
is not just killing and wounding people and destroying physical material. Instead the true
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target.]s the emotions of those who see nrre,ad about the act of vmle.nce and become afraid or. “"

dispirited. -

Various analysfs suchns{Ogundele,ZOOE Osaghac,lggs Dagnc,2006 Scott, 2007; C(:lhm:l1
2008) have used rebels, insurgents, {.mhta.nts terrorists, freedom fighters e.t.c. to deseribe
the concept. The very diversity:of views reflects the enormous va.nety of efforts to -
" understand and describe the prnbleui This iswhy the scholars of tnrclgn policy issues argue
that in otherregions of the world, including the middle-east, analyst share dtﬂ'erenmpmmus
" regarding such groups. For mstance while the US has labclcd the Lebanon-based -

- Hezbollah, a pro-Syrian movcmcn% rcportc&ly funded by Tran, as a terrorist group, the

Eumpcan Union (EU) on the other hand rcs;sts the prcssure tooutlaw Hezbollah a tcrronsl >

group (Cohen, 2008)

- However; qunccpmahzatmu is betn!,r understnod in the context of trt:nds and patterns, and

bascd on the'tactic and strategy the* erpetrators émploy. At first glance the Buko—Ha.ram
= crisis was seenas a puhncal bugaboo. Until mccnuy when a day nardly passn:s bye without" -

» one bomnb blast or shooting or killing innocent civilians that mors attcnnun was devoted ;0
thc issue afler somany hvmwould“v been t:rmmatcd.

L .l.
T ARl e L= e A

Accordmg to Burton (1 979p.11), terrunsm mcludes a ra.nge of socml and polmcal prnble.m ' |

- whose behavioural scope is boundless and includes behaviar that appears to be abnormal,

Fu.tthcrmurc anunconventional political violence or the threat of political violence meant to

- have an impact on both the immediate victirns and the andience that l:amnd outby non-state

'-'. actors and, or clandestine state agcntls (Brown, 2007 p.30).

i

Brmun points out l::lu.:arlj,r the direction that non- state- actors[audfor] clandestme state
'_ agauts‘ use illegal cxpluswc dmceéto pcrpetrata uncm:nrannonai polmcal violence' meant ;
" “to create impact on both thc assumptions that, the activities of the Boko-Haram sect in thc '
“ North constitute * & fnrm of political behaviour, resulting from the deliberate choice of
baslcally rational - actor[s], the ‘Sect use illegally acquired arms to engage in an’

unconventional warfare in crdc:_%:- sidestep the Limits placed on them by the federal
govemment. ’

In specific terms, terrorismhas a connotati&n of n-zvil, indiscri ruin-e\tc violence or brutality, To
label a group or action as terroristlis to seek to suggest that the actors or the violence is

immoral, wrong or contrary to obvious basic cthical principle that any reasonable beings
mghthold

In Some context, terrorism may be conceived as freedom fi glrfters, revolutionaries, rebels,
resistance ﬁg_htt:rs, members of demzncratic opposition or national liberation soldiers(Enders
and Sandler 2006; Lutz and Lutz 2006b,2008). Terrorism is the deliberate and systematic

" murder; maiming and menacing of the innocent instill fear for political ends, In the later part
of the 20"-21" centuries, the phenomenon grew in popularity as one of the features of world
politics and conflicts that seeks imum and urgent attention of political leaders. Hitherto,
terrorism is used by individuals, single minded groups, state agents and broad insurgent

movements to seek some political and military results perhaps considered’ difficult or
impossible to achieve in the usual political forum or on the battle field against an army

(Harmon, 2000). Just ¢xactly the direction in which the Boko-Haram secis have adopted
illegality to prove their points to Nigerians.

In the same manuoer, Walter (19?2][argucs, that terrorism is not only confined to anomalous
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iréﬁms:ances or exotic systems; it is also potential in ordinary institutions as well as in
fsual situations. Ithas been variously described as both a tactic and strategy; a crime and a
.ély duty; ajustified reaction to oppression and an inexcusable abomination.

)ﬁc-n times, those who are accused of being terrorists rarely identity themselves as such,
istead, they use terms that represent their ideological or ethnic struggle such separatists,
eedom fighters, guerrillas, Jihadi, Revolutionaries e.t.c. historically, the concept
errorism’ dates back to the first organized human interactions. For instance, when the
ewish Zealots used terrorism to resist the Romans by killing many romaos soldiers and
estroying property. Also, the Muslims used terrorism to fight €ach other (Shiites versus
umni) and against the crusaders. It was a period in the religious circle when dying in the
ervice of god, dying while killing the assumed enemies of Allah loomed large (Rapport,

984). :

Aerari (1994) seés terrorism as the use of violence by sub-national groups or clandestine
1ate agents for obtaining political (including social and religious) goals especially when the
dolence is intended to intimidate or otherwise effect ths emotions, attitndes end bebaviour
fa target audience considerably larger than the actual victims, '

Vilkinson ($994) opines that as a type 0f unconventional warefare, terrorism is designed to
veaken or supplant existing political landscapes through capitulation, acquiescence or
adicalization as opposed to subversion or direct military action.

Significantly, terrorism is & compulsive strategy of the relatively disadvantaged, the weak
wvho seek reversal of authority, and efficacious use of force to achieve a desired policy, a
heatrical warfare whose drama involves the actors who usua’ly carry out the viclent act is
argeted and the authority due fo be influenced or compelied toact.

Therefore, different strategies can be employed by different, unrelated groups of terrorist.
Strategy in this context is the considered application of means to advance one's ends
objectives. This depends largely on the circumstances and the terrorist intentions.
Harmon(2000) identifies some of the terrorists strategies which include, strategy to create or
further a sense of societal dislocation; fear and even anarchy; strategy to discredit, diminish,
or to destroy a particular government and replace it with another economic strategy which is
intended to directly harm the property owners and perhaps to vitiate the economic policies
and programmes of government particular in the areas of sabotags of oil pipelines, bombing,
bank robberies and disrupting the export of manufactured goods and strategy for
international effect( such groups that employ these tactics include the Niger-Delta
militants). While the Boko-haram is perhaps contemptuous of the society's political
institutions and practices (Slann,1998), wanton destruction of innocent lives, public
properties and bombing of worship centres are theirsignature.

In totality, terrorism whether domestic or international, is fundamentally political, Itis also
ineluctably about power: the pursuit of power, the acquisition of power, and the use of
political power to achieve political change.

NATIONALSECURITY

Walfers (1952 p.451) described national security * as ambiguous symbol.” Justas there is no
generally acceptable definition of it as Ocheche and Bashir (1989 p.301) perceived itasa™
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rather vague and hazy concept which has not beep sufficiently articulated and-
conceptualized”, ' . '

However, Waltz (1979) Stresses the fact that the anarchical nature of intemational system
makes it 2 mate of practical necessity for states to look out for their protection and survival -
in the system. He describes the system as a self help system in which each state must take :
adequate and effective measuresito provides for its own security largely conceive in the
terms of territorial integrity, independence and sovereignty proponeats of this perspective -
argue that nalion- states compete; for many of the same thing including self preservatien, -
national identity, sovereignty, statiis and wealth which are acutelyscarce. =~

4 : »
Itis therefore, the acute scarcity of this identified value in the preceding that provides strong
motivation for sovereign states to gmass as much military power as the can. Security in these

context, is largely perceived as a function of power isa demonstration of awesome military
capability. ~ . "1 T B

Thecold warera cnucepmalizatioﬁ of national security perceived in terms of the amassmeat .
of military armaments and personnel: Hence john Miroz defines national secunty as the
“relative freedom from harmful {threats” which was o be achieved by a state by the
amassment of frightening war hieads and thousands ofsoldiers. o |

Opposing the view above by Gurt,h: argues that for a state to feel secure, it has to WOITY more
about its immediate political and strategic environment because the anger of possible threats

to, orinfringement on its independgnce and security, encom passes many non military action
aswell (Gurt, 1985:131). ;

Therefore, it is imperative to note that, the security of any social system is not necessarily a
function of its military power but essentially the aggregate of both military and non military

factors. This more encompassing @efinition which now accommodates social, economie,
cultural, technology and poliﬁcali variables in the addition 1o its military variables, has
swiftly substituted the much emp

hasis on military hardware as national seounity. Thus, the
reality is that a country overshadowed with high rate of unemployment, political instability,

poverty, hunger, disease, population exploitation, environmental degradation e.l.c. cannot
besecured.

Hence, Robert Mcnamara brill iam.?« asserts that;

Any society that seeks tojachieve adequate military security against the
background of acute fuodi shortages, population explosion, low level of
productive and per capna income, low technological development,
inadequate and inefficient public utilities and chronic unemployment, has a
false sense of: stcurity(Mc}iamam, 1968 p,149).

He further observed that: -

Security is development and withéut development there can be no security, a developing
nation thatdoes not, develop, simply cannat remain secured for the intractable reason thatits
own citizenry cannot shed its human nature. ..

In support of McNamara, Luckham (1993 P-203) expressed dissenting apinion against the
dominant tendency of viewing security as “ a function of the military power “ itamounts to &

fallacy of single factor to focuson Enilitary as one and only variable that matters in security
calculation he further argues : l
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:]5 ot just the physical survival of the mass of people which is an issue, but sls %e
USfactzun of their basic needs for food, health, clothing, shelter. Any kind of seturity st
.Iguorcs or violates the aspiration of the, great masges of the people deserves ancfrer

& GKO _HARAM:ANOTHER BIRTH OF TERROR IN NIGERIA

'l‘hc group Boko-Haram d:dn t justconjure up, has been around for some time, as long as ten
“" or fifieen years, and had operated under different names in the past, Such names includsd
- Ahlusunna wal' Jamma Hijra; the Nigerian Taliban; and the Yusufiyya (Fasure 2009: 2;
~ Omipidan 2009b; 48; Sunday Tribune 2009). Indeed, its leader Yusuf claimed to be part of
 the Shiites under the leadership of Ibrahim El-Zakzakky criginally, and when the Kano-
;based The Boko Haram Uprising and Istamic Revivalism in Nigeria 99 Jama'atul Tajdidi
1.-,13:;3 (JTI) of Abubakar Mujahid broke away from the Shiites in the 1990s, Yusuf also
~ became a member of the JTI and was even the Amir (leader) of JTT for Bomo State
(Suleiman 2009: 19-23). The Shiites, also known as the Islamic Society of Nigeria, emerged
mN1gena inthe late 1970s under the lca.dt:rshlp of Tbrahim El-Zakzaklcy.

| Ils objective is the esr.abhshment of an Islamic state governed by the Sharia through
preaching and subtle influence on society. It also sympathizes with the state of Palestine and
abhors Israel and the United States of America. The Shiites did not hide their disdain f H‘ the
state police and the judiciary, both of which it considers instouments of Satan (Olugboji
1995:6). Although this sect is elitist and appears less dangerous than either the Maitatsine or
the Boko Haram movements, its goal is revolutionary/reformist and its members could
resort 1o carrying arms or engaging in armed conflict if the sect's present strategies of
preaching and exerting subtle influence on society do not work. Tts predisposition to
violence, even when not professed, and as seen in its claghas with other Islamic groups, is
pertinent. For instance, the Shiites engaged their breakaway group, the Yan Tauri —and other
Muslims it considered liberal — in violent confrontation in 1956 and 1997, among other
instances. Also, the Shiites' regular clashing with policemen during their processions and
anti-West protests is an indicator of what the group is capable of (Albert 1999a pp. 286-288;
Akhaine and Abuah 2009 pp.1-2).

Yusuf's revolutionary transformation, borme out of his long-term dream of reform ing
society, could explain the radicalization of the group under his leadership, the group having:
assumed a hard-line position after its erstwhile leader, Abubakar Lawal, left to study at the

University of Medina, SaudiArabia (Oyegbile and Lawal 2009 pp.68). A different claim was
that Yusufleft the Taliban hecause ofits extremist tendencies but vowed that his group would
notrelentuntil an “independent and a just State devoid of anything haram (ungodly or sinful)
had been established” (Omipidan 2009a pp. 43-44). It would appear that Yusuf prepared
himself for the leadership role that he later played in the Boko Haram sect with his
membership in other fundamentalist groups. It is also not impossible that the Boke Haram
sect was just one facet of the multifaceted and well-linked fundamentalist movement, the
trueextentofwhich has yetto be fully delermined.

The first attempfs al: imposing a religious ideology on a secular, independent Nigeria,
marked the beginning of ferocious conflict and crises in Nigeria (Isichei 1987 pp.194-208;
Tbrahim 1997 pp.511-512) Following the Part I Section 10 of the 1999 Censtitution stales
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expressly that*“‘the Government of te Federation or of a State shall not adoptany religion as -

State Religion™ (see <hitp: h’}vww nigeria-law, arngonstltutlonOfTheFaderal
RepublicOfNigera.htm>). i

the name “Boko Haram” came fmmEthc external view of its basic beliefs: “which is derived -
from a combination of the Hausa wé}rds “Boka” meaning western cducation and the Arabic -
word “Haram” which is something forbidden, ungodly or sinful. Characteristically, the sect -
not only opposed but outrightly rejevted Western education, Western culture and modemn
science. Alternatively, it embraced a}xd advocated the propagation of and strict adherence to
Islam b)_-' all and sundry regardless of anyone's personal wishes, In line with this objective,

the sect songht to impose Shariancrc%ss-allNigeﬁan states (Bumah and Adelakun, 2009 p.40;
National Life, 2009). | |

paradoxically, Yusuf, the sect leadar, enjoyed the best that Western technology offered in the
form of exotic cars, the latest cumnlamucanon equipment and the best medical services. In |
addition, his desire to fully prepa:e or his JI.had encouraged his sending people abroad for

medical waining, a‘development that alienated some of his members (Madunagw, Shobiye
and Chiedozie, 2009 p.2). 1

The sect's membership cut across 1hL broad specirum of society, but a preponderant number
of members came from its poorest groups. Thus, beyond former university lecturers,
studeats, baokers, a former conunissioner and other officers of Berno State, membership
extended to drug addicts, vagabon, i , and generzlly lawless people. Although the common
denominator among all members was their desire to overthrow the secular government and
to propagate Islamic law,(Bwala, 2[]1!)9 p.3 Om.[pldal] 2009a pp.43-44; Olu 2009 p-9).which
subtly made them enamored by extreme and average muslims mostly of the enclave. The
group has drawn support ﬁnanclalq frem within Nigeria. Although many of them are not
yet known, the support-of Alhaji Buji Foi, a former commissioner in Bomo State, is
‘commonly acknowledged. There were also other speculated sponsors, from prominent
religious leaders to businessmen from the North. Motivations for such support could
include belief in the sect's cause ,» desire to promote religion, or sowing the seeds for future
reciprocity of goodwill. through théir support, they became part of the Islamist agenda to
izunch a revolution that would entrench Islamic doctrines and practices in Nigeria like the
jihadist organizations outside the cm'mtry.
Fundamentally, The role that partisan pelitics and political patronage piay in the sustenance
of the sect cannot be overlooked. {With the introduction of “Political Sharia” in some
Northern states beginning in 1999 encouraged closeness between Yusuf and some of the
ruling and/or aspiring politicians a3 their decision aligned with his plan o promote strict
adherence to Islamic law. But to his utmost disappointment the type of Sharia that was
introduced across some Northem state fell short of his standards. Which perhaps made him
believed that the politicians only flqundered religion for their selfish motives, therefore not

serious or their knowledge of westem education is hindering their maximum cormmitment to
the cause of Islam.

In addirion, his fratemnization with the political class possibly informed his willingness to
use his group to assist the political elite to secure political power that would, in turn, be used
to protect and possibly advance hisicareer (Omipidan, 20092 p:44). The disappointmént he
felt following hisabandonment by tbe political elite could have hastened his desire to effecta
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chaige , through violgnce. Or it could be that the failure to attack the Sharia-based law to
soc:al welfare schemes — with the dividends of Sharia seemingly not forthcoming, radicals
thus had the opportunity to step in and demand a fully beneficial Islamic state (McConnell,

;}h'én the fact that the Maitatsir_ie riots broke out during the «enure of a civilian president in

~'1080 is considered, the link to Yusuf's rise to political patronage could be understood. The

:-thzsis that politicians who patronize religious léaders, either for support or protective

~ charms, use them as a todl and later dis¢ard them or unleash them on innocent people best
describes Yusufs situation (Adam al Ilory, 2009 p.23).Most of those who backed violent and
revolutionary sects were politicians who needed the sect members' viclent disposiﬁon to
achieve theirpolitical and, by extension, economic ends (Muogto, 2009),

I

" THE POLITICALECONOMY OF NIGERIA AND BOKO-HARAM SECT

Apart from the changes in leadership structure, the post-colonial Nigerian state did not make
any siguificant difference from the colonial state. The colonial political economy provided
the material and the institutional foundation for the development of the post-colonial
Nigeria, The iransition from colonial to post-colonial economy and society led to changes in
class relations with their attendant contradictions (Williams,1976). The character of this
contradiction is seen in its creation of the series of regional and ethnic platforms that
continued to pain relevance and ascendance even in the post-colonial peried.

Independence eliminated the upper stratum of colonial bourgeoisie, and produced a ruling
class with relatively weak economic base, which therefore gravitated towards the state in
order to achieve economic power. Since wealth was largely asgociaved with government
office, politics is centered on competition for positions, and political activities were directed
at accessing state power and authoritative allocation of revenue and patronage connected to
it... (Graf,1988), They were(elites) groomed to think, behave and carry on the legacies of the
colonial masters, although they occupied big positions but they lack the where withal to
drive the country politically and economically to success, just as Fanon (1963) rightly
observed; these members of the national bourgeoisie arenotcreative and are intellectually
unproductive. This makes them to be unable to know how to put the economy in motion
towards the human and material development. This is clearly captured in his view that ...

The nztional middle class which takes over power at the end of the colonial regime is an
under-developed middle class. It has practicatly no economic gower, and in any case it is in
ne way commensurate with the bourgeoisie of the mother country which it hopes to
replace., . (Fanon,1963).

Another contributory factor was the expatriates' domination ofthe investment opportunities

and sources of capital accumulation. This inhibited the accumulation and reinvestment of
capital by the Nigerian investors who were not econemically strong to compete with the

foreign investors and multinational corporations, These inabililies to compete made the

Nigerian investors lo become mere intermediaries between the foreign entrepreneurs and

the Nigerian state, or, yere finally made to turn to the state as & source of capital. This results

in an increased intervention of the state in investment and entreprensurship, which in tum

arrogates to the state and the members of the political class a kuge advantage of monopoly

over economic investments and highly profitable contracts. Given the fact of this increased
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state intervention, “politics has become the primary source of capital accumulation by
Nigerians"(Gavin,1977:284). This opportunistic access to, and accumulation of money
raised some opportunistic pmfessicinals and bureaucrats to have an advantage over the

people and thus form the bourgeoisie class in the post-colonial Nigeria. Whose focus was
and still in milking the country dry.

In & nutshell, the structure of the Nigerian economy reveals ils precarious mature
notwithstanding its positien as the third largest economy on the continent after South Africa
and Egypt. The most noted of the abiurdmcs is the aver-reliance of the economy and its fate
on one sector (the oil industry) and on one commodity export (crude-oil). Hardly could

anything be written about the pohh J ! economy of Nigeria without reference to it history of
oil production. T

Whether inspired by the poor aacio!mnumic_ credential of the north, or a fundamentalist
ideclogical religious group trained by al-Qaeda, or an instrument febricated by some selfish
political elites in protest of power sh‘xﬁ from the north. The fact remains, a ‘monster’ is born.
Wha understands nothicg less But! {a blaod instruetion to destray its victims In oxdar to
communicate to the appropriate polmcal authority. Boko-Haram is an Islamic religious sect
inthe Northern Nigeria. Its emergence and activities are inspired by perverse spiritual claims
thatare hostile to wesiern education and any interaction with the western society which they
considered a sin. According to Iblm Campbell, former U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria said: *
Boko-Haram is a way of thmdungt they are a loosely organized grassroots insurrection
against not only the Abuja govetnment but the traditional Muslim establishment as
well”. The characteristics of the organizational operations of the Boko-Haram sects emanate
with the defining features of a typical fundamentalists group, The ring-lcader of the Boko-
Haram group known as Ustaz Yusuf Mohammed was killed on 30th July, 2009 while trying
to escape from custody after a battle with the Nigerian police force.

The political goal of Boke Haram i§ 1o create an Islamic nation in the 12 northern states of
Nigeria, eventually spreading to the rest of the country. From its inception, Boko Haram
viewed Nigeria as a state run by non-believers and made the government its main
target—even when the country had a Muslim President. With Islamic nation in place and
leadership, the economic will then be centered on the sharia concept of a welfare state. '

THEORETICAL FRAMEWOR.& OFANALYSIS

Virtually all these crises, many of which tooka violent form, have been explained or justified
by one reason or the other. Where th%,cri.s is was not borne out of the need to curb the excesses
of some groups, prevent them from'being a security threat, or contain their spread - as was
the case with the Maitatsine riots (Albert 19993, pp.285-286; Ladan 1999 pp.101)— it arose
out of social and economic recess and attendant deprivations (Mubammed and Adeoye
2006); and in particular 1o the harsh socio-economic conditions forcing the productive
elements of Nigeria to idleness , making them ready tools for religious and ethnic violence.
For instance, Obateru (1999), makes the point that poverty accounts for the bulk of violence
due to such problems as unemplgyment, inadequate housing and social infrasiructure.
Sanusi (2007 p.183) on the other hand indicates that*...poverty and deprivation in the North
are the lots of both Christians and{Muslims, and the widespread frustration has been the
major reason for conflicts. This is rnher espoused by former CBN Govemor chukwuma

6
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Spludo in a paper titled, Nigerian economy: can we achieve the vision 2020? That inspite of
the tripling of the country's GDP and resultant reduction in the incidence of poverty in the
country by almost 25 percent, the three geo-political zones in the North has, and by large
been excluded from this prowth. Below is a table showing the comparative indices of
poverty in the six geo-political zones and ten Northern States with the highest index of
poverty in the country and the percentages of their populations living under the poverty line.

Table 1shows theindex of poverty in some Northern Statesin Nigeria -
State ) Percentage
Jicawa 95.0%
Kebbi 89.7%
Kogi_ B88.6% .
Bauchi © . | B6.86% °
Kwara 85.2%

Yobe 83.3%
Zamfara - - 80.9%
Gombe 77.0%
Sokote 76.89%
Adamawa 71.1%

Table 2 shows the index of poverty base on Geo-political zones in Nigeria

Geo-political zone Percentage i
South-east 26.75%
South-south 35.06% i
South-west 43.01%
North-central 66.97%

North-west T1.17%

Nortth-east 72.16% B IS

From the table 1 and 2 it means thal exireme poverty is essentially a Northern phenomenon.
There are indeed the crises of poverty in Northemn Nigeria. While Diamond observed that
mass poverty breeds different forms of extremism, religion inclusive, Ojo (2006 p.376)has
pointed out that the failyre of[liberal] demooracy to yield economic retumns have increased
the possibilities of ethno—rehgmus violence inthe country. :

However, one may be proncd to ask whether poverty necessarily and essentially pmvoked
ethnic and religious violence in Northern Nigeria leading to the kind of domestic terror-type
incidence experienced by Nigerians in the North? If that is the case, why then is this
perpetuated in only certain Northern Nigerian cities and less 5o in even poorer urban centres
with more lumpened populations, and indeed with higher concentration of religionists
elsewhere? Why do these violence tend to be ignited by Islamic fundamentalist groups in the
North for example the Boko-Haram? Although the point, however, is that mass poverty in
itselfis a motivating factor that will deeply complicate any conflict, butnotall poor societies
experience violent conflict and poverty in itself is not a sufficient explanatory facter for
vialence. a9

Also, the political economy approach rooted in Marxian political econory with proponents
like Kasl Marx, Friedrich Engels, V.. Lenin, e.t.c. all agree with Marx's thesis on “Historical
Materialism™ that conflicts are mostly tied to economic srrucmrcs and social institutions.
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The main argument is that conflict s built into the particular ways societies are structured
and organized. The theory expla;ns problems like political and economic exclusion,
injustice, poverty, disease, exploitation, inequity 2.t.c. as sources of tensions in the society,
They also blamed capitalism for éeing an exploitative system based on its relations of
production and the division of the society into two-bourgeoisie and proletariat. To them the
exploitation of the lower class | proletariat] undercapitalism creates conflict.

Therefore, it can.be said that the negligence of this lower class of proletariat by the political
bourgenisies to deliver public gdods and security (as in-food, employment, shelter,
education, health e.t.c) is the reason behind the insecurity in the country:

In essence, therefore, I]:lie process of decomposition of the state,

characterized by chaotic management of the economy, institutional decay,

and the inability of the state to provide the basic socio-cconomic and security

needs of the people; was simultaneously accelerating the emergence of

contending loci of power organized around identity politics Jega (2003

p3l). b
This certainly explains the decﬁbmpgsitibn of the state, which resulted in its decay, a loss of
focusand the ability o respond to the needs and yearnings of the populace via its failure from
the delivery of social previsioning or public goods,

Advancing this position, Nigerian political economy analysts opine that the Nigerian state is
prebendal, rentier (dependent on external and other rents and royalties), patrimonial (a
blurred distinction between the private and public domains and personalization of the state)

and authoritarian (excessive appli;:aticm of power and autherity rather than consensus)
(Jega, 2000). |

‘Gofwen (2004:146) and Sanusi (20@7} both contend that, religious conflicts result from the
long term socio-economic effects a‘t_‘ variong economic reforms such ag Obasanjo's austerity
measures and economic reforms, Shehu Shagari's ethical revolution, Mohammadu Buhzri's
economic stabilization measures! Ibrahim Babangida's IMF-World Bank supported
structural adjustment programme, and economic reforms, on the urban poor in dislocation
and destruction of livelihoods generates the pool of disenchaated, alienated and
marginalized populations. To Santisi the peried from 1986 reduced over 90 percent of
Nigerians to living below the so-called poverty line and “the general economic situation is
therefore amajor factor contributing to religious crisis". Bako (1992) aud Egwu (1599) also
highlight the relationship between strucnural adjustment and ethnicity in rural Nigeria.

Thus, it can be established that it was only in the period of economie erisis

aod structural adjustment that the most negative and damaging aspects of

identity mobilization and identity politics, with serious consequences on the

political economy, came to prominence..... (Tega, 2000 p.27).

- - - ‘ - - -
Hence nibbling the insurgence of the Boko-Haram sect o a religious factor, is completely
reductionist and a surface scratch tg a deep-seated phenomenon. One should be able to look

beyond fora vivid glimpse. For many crisis in northern Nigeria are only wom the toga of
religion but beyond that, systemic factors prevail.

THE COST OF BOKO-HARAM TO DEVELOFPMENT OF POLITICAL
ECONOMY OFNIGERIA

Though the end of the cold war:h!citr:d broad human rights concerns to the extent that they
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mke centre stage not only in nation's foreign policies but also in world politics asa whole, the
- jssue of terrorism has remained pmb lematic to the intemai’onal community as it has
mcrcasmgly impacted negatively on nation's foreign policies

_ This peculiar act of criminality ranges from suicide bombing (Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
Japan during the World War II and World Trade Centre in the United States in 2001) to
ndnappms of individuals which is prcsentl.y gaining recognitionin Nigeria.

ME;;IW of factors that gave risc to terrocism, it is huwe:ver aTion-single state
phgnomcnon but as its activities heightens in one country or the other; it affects the entire
| s]nbe because of the increasing interdependence across bnrdcrs The major chs.llpn ge Iod.ay
. ishow totackle the dastardly act.

ln the aftermath of the September 11,2001, the waron tmmnsm m:ncra]ly gained leglllmuc)'

" and justification in the Intemational comynunify as many countries considered it to be their

"“international obligation to ﬁ_e.hl the social menace, Ini other words, confronting the criminal
"‘act has become one of the most important fundamentals ofnational governments. To be sure,
~ 'the US, the cunccived major victim and targes of the terrorism has come 10 dominate the
scenc in the fight to abolishing terrorist activities by prioritizing democratization processes.

From the US administration’s perspective, future 11 September type of attacks can only be
prevented through liberalization and democratization (though highly contested by third
waorld scholars, who advocate for socio-economic development as the way out). This was a
key rationale used by the Bush administration 10 mobilize public support for conducting
wars in Afghanistan and [raq. For instance, the eradication of Al-Quedz type of terrorist
activities in Afghanistan and the subsequent war in Iraq was premised on deaying terrorists
. access to weapon of Mass Destruction (WMD), However, the concept of liberal democracy
has since inception been under attack this confirms what Solomon Lar, former national
chairman of Nigeria's ruling peoples democratic party(PDP) from 1998, obssrved that
“democracy has been hard for poor countries to accept and practice, placing them on
slippery ground “(Lar,2003:3), And in support, Nnoli suggests that pelitical liberation is
difficult to sustain under conditions of mass economic privation and great inequalities of
wealth within a society(Nnoli,2000:181). In addition cs-:alaung political mstablllty and
unceﬂamt)' in countries, .

Terrarism has a large effsct on economic activity: the capitzl stock (buman and physical) ofa
country is often reduced as a result of terroist attacks; it promotes increases in counter-
terrorism expenditures, drawing resources from productive sectors for use in secunty; it has
an adverse effect on specific industries such as tourism and it reduces the expected return to
investment, that is, changes in the intensity of terrorism hav: an ambiguous effect on the
overall investnent position of the world (such as, investmeat cver wealth).

Terrorism may also portend large movements of capital across countries of the world
economy is sufficiently open. It is in such cases, corporate (Intemational) Investors rate
terrorism as one of the essential factors influencing foreign invesiment decisions. just like
what mostly the Northem part of Nigeria is facing 2t the wake of the boke-haram attacks
altering the budget fgr socio-economic development for security expenditure, crippling
education and ecdnomic activities, with businesses relocating (o the southern or eastem part
of the country where their businesses are relatively secured from the earthquakes of Boko-
Haram. For instance, about 60% of Nigerian businesses have relocated to Ghana which is
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stable. The amount of foreign du-ocl investmeat in the US prior and after the September | 1
attacks provide some evidence of the open cconomy channel of 1errorisim. In the year 200{} £
before the terrorist attacks, fomgn directinvestment inflows represented about 15.8 percent -

of the Gross Fixed Capital Formau?n in the US. This figure decreased to only 1.5 percentin =
2003, two years after the attack.

The same is the case in Nigeria h:thcrtu Since the increase in pmpomon of kidnapping and :

Boko-Haram activities mostly in the Northern Nigeria, with spilled over effects on the North °

central States, the number of u;lcmauonal investors coming to Nigeria has reduced %

drastically while some foreign’ compmu.es who hiad been in Nigeria years before the terrorist 3

activities began have relocated to'other neighbouring countries such as Ghana and South

Africa where they are sure to enjoyrelative peace, security and supply of electncity.
3 . RN 3

' CONCLUSION - g | '

. the resurgence of religious upnsmgs in Northern Nigena (o be particular is mtcrprcted

within the context of government inability (or, perhaps, reluctance) to deal decisively with
the sickness of poverty, which has robbed about 70% of Nigeria's population from a decent -
and more dignified way of life, and the culture of impunity- which means allowing the
protagonists of all these dastardly acts go unpunished. This in its own way has entrenched
the culture of impunity. Implicntl¥ it is a fact that once a culprit or a sect member is not
broughtunder the wrath of the Iaw the probability of him returning to the same crime is high.
Thereby, promoting a circle of v:qlencr.. And where violence prevails, economic activitics
drop to the lowest ebb, social activities will be suspended, life becomes meaningless and
properties destroyed. Indeed, whal could not be conclusively proved is if the Kala Kato riot
was a continuation of the Boko Haram riot, a resurgence of the Maitatsine movement of the
1980s, or perhaps another face of the hydra-headed monster that Islamic extremism is
gradually assuming in Nigeria Ttie growing problem of Islamic fundamentalism appears to
be more deep-rooted in the deficjt of good governance among the Northern and Nigerian
leaders at large. Than the approaches adopted by the Nigerian govemnment to address the
menace of the group, given the danger it poses to the country and global security, and given
the more serious response by pations around the world to terrorism related eveols;
comprehensive and drastic m es that are aimed at addressing this social ill has to be
proffered. But first, the root cause must be unraveled. For “ Wishiog the problem away,
pretending it is not there, or that if is not as serious as it is, is akin to sitting on a time bomb.
The recurrent nature of intra and inter-ethnic religious crises with ethnic angles is a timely
waming” Omipidan, (20092).

e T s e
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