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Abstract
This paper discussed an overview of the present unemployment situation in Nigeria,

the general discourse on infopreneurship, and its activities, challenges facing
infopreneurship in Nigeria, the paper also discussed the tools required in engaging
infopreneurship. The paper concluded that infopreneurship is an instrument for self-
cmancipation and socio-economic development. It therefore recommended that as a

matter of urgency, the Nigerian University Commission (NUC) introduce a course of
infopreneurship in LIS curriculum in Nigerian Universities. There should be
vigorous campaign, orientation, conference, workshop, and other forms of public
enlightenment to enlighten our teeming graduates to embrace infopreneurship as a

source of livelihood.
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Introduction
The rate of graduate unemployment in Nigeria has persistently been on the increase
despite the enormous endowment of the country with human and natural resources.
However, graduate unemployment is perceived as not only peculiar to Nigeria or
developing nations alone; it is indeed a long-standing global phenomenon hence it
has been a common trend in many countries to find graduates of universities not able
to secure jobs several years after graduation. The National Bureau of
Statistics, Nigeria in 2019, revealed that Unemployment Rate in Nigeria
| increased to 23.10 percent in the third quarter of 2018 from 22.70 percent in the
second quarter of2018. Unemployment Rate in Nigeria averaged 12.31 percent from
2006 until 2018, reaching an all-time high of 23.10 percent in the third quarter of
2018 and arccord low of 5.10 percent in the fourth quarter of2010.
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Olokundun, (2017) and Gana (2019) stated that the need to bc self-s

economically, has become very vital. The Federal Government of Nigeria intr
series of empowerment skills and financial support like n-power and traderm
also the National Social Investments Programlicl:s (NSIrIt’}), lnd2216,g:r0 ::;::
economic potentials of oung Nigerians and tackle poverty and hun : 08§
country. T[t)xc News Ag};ncy of Nigeria (NAN) reports that NSIP includes -
Conditional Cash Transfer Programme which is giving out N5, 000 ;
297,973 households, and Tradermoni, where a collateral-free lo?n of N10, 000 is
given to petty traders to assist them in their daily trade. It also includes N-Pov'wq'
which has employed 500,000 youth graduates. Beneficiaries of N-Power are paid

monthly stipend of N30, 000 and deployed as volunteers under N-Tax, N-Teach, ﬂa.
Health and N-Agro.

In tackling this global crisis of graduate unemployment, Gana (2019) stated
policy makers and stakcholders in developed countries such as England, USA, and
Germany, has advocated a refocus of educational systems towards acquisition of
vocational and technical skills including (informatics) to enhance smooth transition

into jobs for school lcavers particularly graduates from universities. This owes to the

fact that education is important to the development of any society because the goals
of wealth creation, poverty reduction and value re-or

ientation can only be attained
and sustained through an efficient educational system

which impacts relevant skills,
knowledge, capacities, attitudes and values into individuals (Agi and Yellowe,
2013).

According to Richert (2013), Infopreneurshi
individual, or "infopreneur", shares their life
with others through information products and s

P is a business model where an
experience, knowledge and passion
ervices that create value and generate

knowledge, turns it into products and services
like books/e-books, online courses,

masterminds, presentations and more.

coaching, virtual summits, workshops,

our Librarian graduates using their i
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through export expansion or the substitution of imports (Otch, 2009). Iﬂf@l’fm .
behaviour amongst University graduates has the potential to guarantce cmple
and bridge the gap between job-security and the perceived insecurity of an owe

information business (David and Dube 2013, 262), (Yatin, Shuhaimi, & Ayob, 2018).
This paper, therefore examines infoprencurship as a potential remedy to financial
downturn of the unemployed graduates in Nigeria

Components of Infoprencurship : :
Mcanwhile there arc several components in the field of infoprcqcurshxp ?qd it c(?uld
be possibly considered by young graduates and as well act on it for a living. Pllon
(2019) listed several of these components and they are perceived to be promising,
profitable and viable ventures. Accordingly, they include:
v Blogger: A blogger is a person who writes content in a weblog (called a blog
for short). Writing in a blog is often referred to as blogging.

vé Niche Blogger: Niche blogger create a blog with the intent of using it to
market to a particular niche market.

v Affiliatc Marketing: Affiliatc marketing is the process by which an affiliate
carns a commission for marketing another person's or company's products. The
afliliate simply searches for a product they enjoy, then promotes that product and
carns a picce of the profit from cach sale they make (Patel 2019).

v YouTube Personality: A YouTuber, also known as a YouTube personality or
YouTube content creator, is a typc of internet celebrity and videographer who has
gaincd popularity from their videos on the video-sharing website YouTube.
Networks sometimes support YouTube celebrities.

v Niche Website: A niche website is an online resource that focuses on a
particular interest, topic or theme that is common to a narrow group people in a larger

market. (Luc2019).

v Forum Moderator: An onlinc moderator oversees one or several social media
platforms, forums, blogs or other online communities where members are likely to
go and interact with the posted material through likes, comments, emails, surveys,

cle:

v Webinar Hosting: A webinar is a live, virtual event that is executed online. It
is an educational or instructive session that includes audio and visual communication
between a speaker and attendees.
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" Direct Mail Creator: Firstly, the acronym EDM stands for Electronic L

Mail. ... An clectronic marketing campaign is solely based on email s

the process of building an cmail database of customers and/or potential custc
- tly. (Jonathan 2016,‘W

and sending them communications or special offers direc
(2019).

v SEO (SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION): Scarch engine op.tlml?atton is
a very simple method of online money making. The main aim of SEO is to 1ncrease
your site's visibility in the scarch field. Every scarch engine gives a result based on
certain keywords or key phrascs of the scarch query typed in the box anq the most
relevant result gets to be on the top. Here comes the work of SEO professional who

helps to optimize the website pages with the most scarched keyword anfi k.cy p.hrases
to ensure maximum visibility of the website. You can earn moncy by building hnks. or
by writing SEO content which is written with the aim of attracting search engine

traffic. (AnikaJ. 2017)

'Tools for Running Infoprencurship Business ;
Businesses strive when necessary stratcgics and tools arc putin place, such business
is bound to achicve it aims and objectives. Richert (2019) posited that certain tools
must be recognized and utilized for successful Infoprencurship activities. These

tools arc;
Website: This is a collection of related network web resources, such as web pages,

multimedia content, Websites are typically dedicated to a particular topic or purpose,
ranging from entertainment and social networking to providing news and education
(Mcrriam-Webster, 2019). Sales Funncls: The sales funnel (also known as a revenue
funnel or sales process) refers to the buying process that companies lead customers
through when purchasing products. The definition also refers to the process through
which a company finds, qualifics, and sclls its products to buyers.

Business Management: They are all the systems, applications, controls, calculating
solutions, methodologies, etc. used by organizations to be able to cope with changing
markets, ensure a competitive position in them and improve business performance (
Piccoli, Gabricle; Ives, Blake (2005).

Content Creation: Content creation for business is the linchpin of inbound
marketing; quality content not only drives sales, attracts customers and builds
rclationships, content also builds credibility and brand awareness. Zen (2019),
Attracting those consumers is the role of content, and the role of business. »

Potentials of Inforprencurship for Nigerian Graduates
A lot of potentials exist in infopreneurship that will help in economic promotic
uncmployed graduates in Nigeria. The proliferation of information and
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socioeconomic development of any economy of amy nation. Therefore,
Infopreneurship which is an offshoot of entrepreneurship 18 highly taking over the
information wotld thereby creatingdvenue for wealth creationend overall economic
developmegrst. The Nigerian high sehool graduates should begin to take advantage of

these new economic activities to better their social welfare and contribute to the
overall wellbeing of the society.

References

Agi, U. K. & Yellowe, N. A. (2013). Management Strate
Secondary Education for National Development and Sel
of Teacher Perspective, 7(2):1 12.

gies for Regenerating
f-Reliance. Journal

Digital Marketing?,

Anika, J. (2017), 8 Ways on How to Earn Money by
-digital-marketin

httos://www.digitaIvidva.com/blog/how—to-earn-mone -

ness Coach for Infopreneurs,
h, 2" ed. Pumark Nigeria Limited,
hip.htmlEmmanuelC.L,(2013)

Bailey. R. (2019). Award-Winning Busi
.entrepreneurship: A conceptual approac
https://baileyrichert.com/what-is-infopreneurs

reneurship is the way. (Online) Available at:

Blecher, T. (2013). For Africa, entrep
-way/

http://;koiIworldforum.org/2013/o1 /15/for-africa-entrepreneurship—isthe
(Accessed 27 June 2015).

Cooper, C. (2019), What are EDMS and Email Marketing Campaigns?,
digitalthing.com.au/what—are—edms-and-email-marketing—campaigns/

David, R. & Dube, A. (2016). Infopreneurial Behaviour among University
Graduates in the Information Science Faculty of a University in Zimbabwe,
Infopreneurship Journal (IJ) 1(2) (2014), 18-30, Available online at
www.infopreneurship.net, Retrieved March 28,2016.

David, R. & Dube, A. (2014). InfopreneurialBehaviour among University Graduates
in the Information Science Faculty of a University in Zimbabwe
Infopreneurship Journal 1 (2). Accessed on June 19, 2016 at:
http://ir.nust.ac.zw/xmlui/handle/123456789/381 i :

Elumelu, T. O. (2014). African entrepreneurs will create the jobs Africa needs
(Online)  Available at: http://www.africanglobe.net/business/afri ;
entrepreneurs-create-jobsafrica/ (Accessed 27 June 2015) s

Gana, S. (2019). Effect of Entrepreneurshi i
p Education on E i i
among Undergraduate students of Bingham Univers?geg:;egnggs >

—————— l 90 j




Lamidi Abel Dare ang Andrew Uchenna Ogbonna

State, Master thegig Submitted to the department of Business Administration
Ivwurie, O. M. &
infopreneurs
(2016) 323

Ocholla, D. N, (2016). The status and development of
hip in Nigeria and

South Africa, Education for Information 32
—342,DO0I10.3233/EF1-160980

Jonathan,

http: WWW.verztec.com/blo
direct—mail[

Lahm, R. & Stowe, C, (2011). Infopreneurship: Roots, Evolution, and R.evolution,
dcademic Journal, Retrieved

from:https://WWW,questia_com/library/journalll Gl-
263157525/ infopreneurship-roots-evolution—and—revolutxon

Luc, L. (2019). What Is a Niche Website?, htt

s://incomeprodigy.com/what-is-a-
niche-website/

Mishra, A. (2013). Role of Government in Developing Entrc.:prencurS, AISEC7.'
University Journal 11 Availabiiisu

http://www.aisectuniversity.ac.in/Anushandhana/14 .pdf Retrieved May 4th,
2014.

Njabulo, B. K. & Gugulethun, S. N. (2015). The importance of igfopr;neurship
training for records and archives management students in Zimbabwe,
Journal of the South African Society of Archivists, 48,

i .A. (2014). Unemployment and Nigerian Economic Growth

Mo 6-9%51—t—1;g(t))§5.01n: Igrocee)dings ort)‘ the 2011' Intematior_xal. Conference on

Teaching, Learning and Change (c) International Association for Teaching

and Learning (IATEL), Owerri Imo State. (2_008), (p. 2). available at:
http://www.hrmars.com/admin/pics/371. pdf Retrieved March 28th, 2014.

Olokundun, M. A., Moses, C. L., Iyiola, O. O., Ibidunni, A. S, Amaihian, A. B. &
Petér F. (2017). Perceptions of students on entrepreneurship curriculum
conte,nts and open mindedness: Implications for business idea generation of

Nigerian University students. Academy Entrepreneurship Management,
23(2), 1-10

Olusola, A. A. & Christianah, O. M. (2013). The Poor State of Broadband in Nigeria:

An Impediment to National Development and Globalisation, Academic
Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 2 (12).

i | 91




Global Review of Library and Information Science Vol 16, 36085

P

Pilon, A. (2019). 50 Small Business Ideas for Infopreneurs, Retrieved from:

https://smallbiztrends.com/author/annie-pilon(Accessed 10/8/2019)

Premand, P., Brodmann, S., Almeida, R., Grun, R., & Barouni, M- ,(201,2)‘
Entrepreneurship Training and SelfEmployment among Umv?rsﬁy
Graduates: Evidence from a Randomized Trial in Tunisia. (Online) Available
at: http://ftp.iza.org/dp7079.pdf (Accessed 22 January 20 15)

Ramugondo,-L_ S. (2010). An exploratory study of infopreneurship as 2 job option
for Library and Information Science Students: A literature review. A paper
presented at the Department of Information Science Annual Conference held

from 2nd — 3rd September, 2010 at Richardsbay University of Zululand,
South Africa.

Tek, Ciler Ay (2016). What should a forum moderator do and what are some
examples?, https://www.quora.com/What-should-a—forum-moderator-do—and-
what-are-some-examples

The Economist Group (TEG) (2019), Challenges facing the Nigerian power sector,

http://country.eiu.com/ article.aspx?articleid=1003980684&Country=Niger
ia&topic=Economy_1#

Zakowicz, Halina (2016). 5 Companies that Hire Work-from-Home Online
Moderators, https://ivetriedthat.com/5-companies-that-hire-work-from-home-
online-moderators/

Zen Marketing (2019). Content creation for small business. Retrieved from:

https://zenmarketinginc.com/content-creation-and-curati :
10/07/2019) tion/ (11:31Pm,




